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OLGA RAMASAMY, OAM — TRIBUTE 

Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [12.09 pm]: It is with 
great sadness that I wish to inform the house of the passing of one of Western Australia’s community champions—
Mrs Olga Ramasamy, OAM. Mrs Ramasamy passed away on Wednesday, 22 April 2020, at the age of 95. 
Olga Ramasamy, OAM, was the CEO of the Australian Asian Association of Western Australia, a multicultural 
organisation dedicated to serving the community, and supporting the social and cultural needs of Western Australians 
from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds. 

Olga lived a long and full life, which was notable for her dedication to the community and to those who needed 
assistance, support and advice. Her commitment to sharing her knowledge, her foresight and her extraordinary 
energy over so many decades brought strength and resilience to all who worked with her or knew her. Olga proved 
her commitment to seeking knowledge by completing her qualifications for a Bachelor of Community Services 
from Notre Dame University at the tender age of 91. 

Olga was a community leader with an exceptional ability to bring people together and unite Western Australians 
from different communities and groups. Olga played a pivotal role in the establishment and operation of the 
Australian Asian Association and, together with the association’s committee and members, assisted countless 
migrants to start new and fulfilling lives in Western Australia. Her role in shaping and guiding the community has 
left a legacy reaching well beyond her formal positions in various associations and committees. 

Olga was a trusted and reliable advocate for WA’s culturally and linguistically diverse communities, and was 
a strong voice on critical issues such as aged care and women’s services. Her advice and insight into these matters 
were invaluable. Her commitment to building a strong and inclusive society will serve as an ongoing inspiration 
to everyone who seeks to make the world a better place. Olga’s passing is a great loss to Western Australia, and I am 
privileged to have the opportunity to honour such a unique, caring and high-achieving member of our community 
today. I am sure I speak on behalf of all members of the Western Australian Parliament in extending our heartfelt 
condolences to Olga’s family, as well as her many colleagues and friends. 

Vale Olga Ramasamy! 
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